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Comparative Analysis of Attitudes toward the Unification of
North and South Korea

Kim, Philo (Institute of Peace and Unification Studies)

Choi, Kyung-hui (Tokyo University)

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the attitudes that North and South
Korean people generally have toward unificationas well as their values,
which are necessary for understanding the process of Korean unification,
Focusing on the attitudestoward unification, this paper basically examines
four areas; the necessity and expectation of unification, the two Koreas
mutual recognition, awareness of cultural difference, and exchange policies,

This paper reveals a strong similarity between the two Koreas in terms of
the belief in the necessity of and expectation associated withunification and
exchange policy, while showing significant differences in mutual recognition
and awareness, That is, North Koreans are more likely than South Koreans
to believe that unification is necessary and to have a higher expectation that
unification will result in much greater economic wealth, In the same
context, North Koreans have a high expectation and much hope of
inter-Korean exchange and economic assistance from the Souththey
believethat exchange and cooperation between the two Koreasincluding
political dialogue, economic cooperation, and humanitarian assistancewill
contribute to the unification of the two Koreas, However, since the two

Koreas are aware of the existence of cultural differences and mutual distrust
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and anxiety between them, they have formed a dual perception of both
their cooperative partnership and a hostile and/or alert partnership, In
particular, as recent North-South relations are in infarction the polarization of
the dual perception has been strengthened.

Both Koreas should prepare a unification policy based on the reality of
the unification attitudesof North and South Korean people. A comprehensive
policy needs to be developed in order to help people understand the costs
and benefits of unification, and a sense of policy transition is desperately
needed in order to help reduce the level of mutual distrust and anxiety
between the two Koreas, Also, the improvement of inter-Korean relations is
needed to enhance the vision and zeal for unification, especially among the
younger generation, Furthermore, it is necessary to actively develop policies
to promote inter-Korean dialogue to meet the expectations of South
Koreans, and to promote economic cooperation and assistance policies

thatencourage favorable sentiments of South Korea to North Koreans,

Keywords: unification attitude, unification attitude survey, national attitude,
mutual recognition, mutual awareness, exchange policy,

assistance to North Korea,
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